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Understanding Inclusion: A Deeper Look 

While the term Inclusive Education is relatively new to many schools and jurisdictions in 

the province, the concept is one that most educators are quite familiar with.  As the 

government of Alberta has embraced Inclusive Education as one of its strategic directions, 

educational leaders in schools and universities are looking to current research to guide 

them in their planning.   
        
        Alberta Education. (2011). Action on Inclusion.  

This site is available through the Alberta Education homepage via the “Initiatives” 

menu.  Links are provided to a Variety of resource pages that will assist school 

administrators and teachers to become familiar with the language and concepts of 

inclusive education. 

 

 
The following short bibliography might act as a primer to provide some additional context, 
definition and scope to the concept of Inclusion. 

 
1. Joffe, K & Lattanzio, R.(2011) Inclusive Education: Opportunities for Re-Design. in R.C. 

Flynn (Ed.), The Rocky Road Ahead: Balancing Competing Interests. Proceedings of the 

Twenty-First Annual Conference of CAPSLE. NR Printing Solutions Inc. Toronto. 

This article provides some context to Inclusive Education by examining Canada’s 

commitment to the recent UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

which obligates the provinces to provide inclusive education systems.  Conference 

proceedings are available on the CAPSLE website.   
 

2. Rolheiser, C; Evans, M &  Gambhir, M, (Eds.).(2010). Inquiry into Practice: Reaching 

Every Student Through Inclusive Curriculum. The University of Toronto Ontario 

Institute for Studies in Education. 

This book is available online in PDF format from OISE, the Ontario Institute for Studies 

in Education.  It is a compilation of short papers on many different aspects of inclusive 

education as well as descriptions of a handful of Ontario-based research projects into 

inclusive practice. 
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Coaching Links 

 

Alberta Education: 

Literature Review 

http://education.alberta.ca/medi
a/6356333/learningcoachlitrevex
ecsummary2010.pdf 

 

ATA Coaching Paper: 

http://www.teachers.ab.ca/SiteC
ollectionDocuments/ATA/News-
Room/2011/PD-
142%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf 

 

Alberta Education: 

Learning  Coaches 

http://education.alberta.ca/medi
a/6356379/exploringlearningcoa
ches2010.pdf 
 

Alberta Education: 

Coaches Role Description 

http://education.alberta.ca/medi
a/6455655/lc%20role%20descri
ption%20december%202010%2
0draft.pdf 
 

Coaching PowerPoint 

Presentations 

http://www.sapdc.ca/Pages/Incl
usiveEducation.asp 
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What You Need to Know About Learning Coaches 

A variety of readings, presentations, and clinics are available to assist Alberta’s 
schools to plan for the use of Learning Coaches. 

1. Alberta Education. (2010) School-Based Learning Coaches: Literature Review. 

This literature review examines the concept of the learning coach, the 

characteristics of a coach, the effectiveness of coaching, the research value of 

coaches, roles and responsibilities of a coach, the collaborative nature of 

coaching, and issues in implementing a coaching model. 

 

2. Alberta Teachers’ Association. (2011). A Discussion Paper on Learning Coaches ς 

Support for the Inclusive Classroom. 

This easy-to-read paper discusses the functions of a learning coach and discusses 

some of the key qualifications of a coach.  It includes a useful bibliography. 

 

3. Alberta Education. (2010). Exploring School Based Learning Coaches in Alberta. 

This short discussion paper explores what a coach is and is not, provides insights 

into roles and competencies, discusses implementation of a coaching model and 

distinguishes between the role of the principal and the coach.  A useful reference 

section is included. 

 

4. Alberta Education. (2010). Alberta Learning Coach Role Description ς Draft. 

The above document provides a short job description of a learning coach.  

 

In addition, the following PowerPoint presentations are available from the Southern 

Alberta Professional Development Consortium: 

 The Road to Learning Coaches in Alberta 

 Supports for Learning Coaches 

 

 

Professional Development Opportunities 
 
A number of AISCAôs member schools have developed seminars and 

workshops to assist their own staff and others in developing skills that 

would be useful in an inclusive classroom.  AISCA will update this list as 

we become aware of resources that schools are willing to share with 

fellow members. 

1. Renfrew Educational Services offers a series of Helping Kids Soar 

Workshops.  These workshops run throughout the year. See the 

Renfrew webpage at www.renfreweducation.org or use the link in 

the sidebar. 

Albertaôs Regional Consortia work closely with Alberta Education to 

design professional development opportunities that align with initiatives 

and curriculum changes.  On the next page is a listing of some upcoming 

Inclusive Education workshops. 
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PD Links 

http://www.renfreweduca

tion.org/workshopw.aspx 
Renfrew Educational Services 
HKS Workshops  

 

www.erlc.ca 
Edmonton Regional Learning 
Consortium  
 

www.crcpd.ab.ca/ 
Calgary Regional Consortium  
 

www.carcpd.ab.ca 
Central Alberta Regional 
Consortium  
 

www.sapdc.ca 
Southern Alberta 
Professional Development 
Consortium  
 

http://www.learning-

network.org/ 
The Learning Network 
Educational Services  
 

www.nrlc.net 
Northwest Regional Learning 
Consortium  
 

www.cpfpp-ab.ca/ 
Consortium Provincial 
Francophone  
 
 
 

 

Contact Us 

http://www.aisca.ab.ca 

office@aisca.ab.ca  

 Edmonton Regional Learning Consortium (ERLC) 

o Speech-Language Collaboration: Moving from Pull-Out to the Classroom 

– workshop series from February 16 to April 18, 2012 

 

 Calgary Regional Learning Consortium (CRLC) 

o Instructional Coaching Series for Learning Leaders – 5 sessions January 17 

to March 6, 2012 

o Principles of Standardized Testing and Issues in Administration of Level B 

Tests – January 30, 31 & February 1, 2012 

o Three Tiers of Instruction and Intervention for Reading – February 3, 

2012 

o Three Tiers of Positive Support and Intervention for Behaviour – February 

4, 2012 

o Practical Ideas That Really Work for Students with ADHD – March 5, 2012 

Morning 

o Dealing with Students who are Uncooperative, Oppositional, and 

Exhausting – March 5 Afternoon 

 

 Central Alberta Regional Consortium 

o Sensory Integration – January 30, 2012 

o I’m not going to do it and you can’t make me – March 2, 2012 

o Read and Write Gold – March 6, 2012 

o Read and Write Gold Advanced – March 7, 2012 

o Anxiety and Relaxation – March 15, 2012 

 

 Northwest Regional Learning Consortium 

o Classroom Inclusion Strategies – February 17, 2012 

o Classroom Management in the Inclusive Setting – February 17, 2012 

o Reggio for Pre-K to Grade 3 – February 17, 2012 

o Autism Spectrum Disorder (for Education Assistants) – February 17, 2012 

o Handwriting Without Tears – February 17, 2012 

o Changing the Conversation with Instructional Strategies that Keep ALL 

Students Focused and Engaged– February 17, 2012 

 

 The Learning Network Educational Services 

o Becoming a Behavioural Detective: Understanding, Supporting, and 

Surviving Challenging Behaviours – January 23, 22012 

o Mental Health, Sensory Processing and Challenging Behaviour – January 

24, 2012 

o Off to a Great Start: Positive Practical Strategies that Really Work with 

Young Children – February 29, 2012 

o Three Tiers of Positive Support and Intervention for Behaviour – April 25, 

2012 

 

In addition, many of the learning consortia have cached webinars and PowerPoint 

presentations from past workshops.  Please see the sidebar for contact information. 
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